
 

 

The  

Jack Kane Community Centre 
Special Festive Fun 

Ho Ho Ho Bringing The  

Magic Wonderland 
For some people, the festive period is a time to slow 
down and relax…. Fortunately for this centre, it’s a time 
where we all shift up a gear and go even quicker. It was 
an extremely busy time this December with Santa 
himself in residence throughout the month bringing not 
only Santa activities but also offering a host of new 
opportunities. The centre was not only transformed for 
children and their families but the activities on offer also 
contributed to a wide a varied programme within the 
festive calendar. 
 

1. Even more children and young people activities 
2. Older people Christmas lunch 
3. Festive Football 
4. Bike ability initiative 
5. Loving Latvia 
6. Santa’s Grotto 
7. Home visits to families who required additional 

support  
 

D E C E M B E R  E D I T I O N  

Where It All 

Began 

On the 20th December 2013, a vehicle 

left this area with Connor, John, Sylvia 

and Alex aboard. They embarked on a 

hazardous journey over the Forth 

road bridge heading not for Lapland 

but for Dundee. On arriving at their 

special destination they came across a 

community centre that brought 

magical festive experiences to the 

Dundee community. 

Energized by their visit, the members 

set about enthusing others and 

sharing their vision of what could 

actually happen to this centre during 

the festive period. Over the previous 

few years the centre alongside 

partners, have now transformed the 

physical environment and its festive 

programme in to a magical 

experience which has grown from its 

early inception. 

‘We went to see Santa tonight and 

my boys loved him it’s amazing 

how magical the Jack Kane makes 

it for the children, keeping the 

Christmas faith and spirit going.  

Thank you so much Santa and Jack 

Kane staff for tonight.’ 
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Festival of Football 

What an amazing experience and opportunity to meet so many 
passionate and inspirational people. I gained a better understanding 
to the work that is being carried out in a European context and the 
opportunities this brings for young people of Greater Craigmillar. I went 
there with an idea that I would be looking for a partner group but came 
back with different ideas for the whole organisations. I also gained a 
greater understanding of the implications that the Brexit outcome will 
play a big part in our future relationship with European Youth Workers. 
The approach to the training reminded me of the JKC training as 
although the content is really important, it is delivered in a fun and 
interactive way. I now have friends from all over Europe and I cannot 
wait to get my first European youth opportunity under way. (Kym) 

Excel Festive football:  
Festive family football on offer.  As part of a joint partnership 
between the St Fancis RC primary school the Jack kane 
community centre and the kicks for kids initiative, children and 
families from the school were able to take part in a feast of free 

Building on existing partnerships between CEC LLL, St Francis RC primary 
school, Jack Kane community centre alongside Hibernian FC kicks for kids 
initiative, children and families from the this area and through the EXCEL 
project were able to take part in a feast of free football over the month of 
December taking in numerous games. There were a higher number of 
parents and families attending from St Francis and this is an element of 
Happy Hibby that we are looking to develop. 
      
‘Thank you for giving us this opportunity. This was our first game together and my 
son’s first football match.  I have been wanting to take my son to a game for a while 
but never had the chance, you made this possible and it was an amazing 
experience, also thank you for the hats and scarfs my son is a happy hibee now’.  
(St Francis RC parent) 

 

Loving Life in Latvia 

Growing the girls group 
We are so fortunate to work alongside so many amazing young people, in 
fact we know it, but now it seems lots of others know it too. These young 
ladies have done outstanding work, coming together every week, to learn 
about animation alongside creating their very own mini clips. Recognition 
was even received from elected members and we were invited up to the 
City Chambers to showcase our work. This terms final session consisted of 
watching Elf and having a lot of snacks, which was a fabulous way to 
celebrate all the young females hard work. In the new term the group will 
get to preview their miniclip, finalize it and then showcase it across the 
city. READY. CAMERA. AMINTION. 

The young males have worked really hard on researching their 
football teams and brought their findings each week to the group to 
show case them. We had some males who would not miss a week and as a special thank you for all their hard work 
they received a scarf of their team. Our final session was celebrated with “Take the ball, pass the ball” which is a 
new movie about Barcelona’s team, tactics and football philosophy, as a group we soon realized that within this 
football team, it is more like a family. Next term will bring new members and a whole new section of our project.  
‘My son attends the boys group which has helped him build his confidence and self-esteem back up after being out of the family 

home, and helped both our relationships’ (parent) 
 

Football Frenzy 
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Agents for Change  
St Johns RC Primary School 

Bike Ability 
Excelling in road safety at our schools 

Beep beep to bike ability.  The Excel road safety programme was 
carried out in partnership with St Francis RC primary school. There 
was a wide range of activities on offer, from a poster campaign 
highlighting the importance of safety whilst cycling to making 
smoothies on the centres very own smoothie bike.  
 
Our partners from LLL came along to provide a bike ability session, 
the session explored bike maintenance and cycling safety. To explore 
the health and wellbeing benefits of cycling, the smoothie bike was 
on hand to make delicious smoothies in a fun and interactive way. 
 

Once again children have been exploring their communities with the Agents for Change students from St Johns RC 

primary school completing their intensive training. The recruits worked alongside partners from LLL and our very own 

early intervention team. The children explored various important topics such as their rights and responsibilities, how 

to build positive relationships, internet safety, cyber interactions, stereotypes, and community. The weekly sessions 

were held in the very new and amazing school and the surroundings provided a fantastic venue to carry out the 

training camp. The children and teachers were so welcoming to the team and engaged fully in the project. There was 

a special guest at the presentation as the Head Teacher came along to hear about all the great work carried out by 

the children and present them with their final Agents for Change file.  Well done Agents over and out. 

This message will self-explode in 5…4…3…2…1 

“Internet safety and cyberbullying are areas we all need to be better aware of but don’t 

always have the time or resources to find out about it. It’s very reassuring that you are 

running projects like this at school and keeping our children safe. Thank you”   (Parent) 
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Winter Story Telling 

Solidarity not charity 

Core partnerships with LLL and the local schools proved quite 

fruitful this festive time. For the second year in a row, the 

centre was been proactive in connecting groups together so 

that children can benefit. From this connectivity, both Niddrie 

Mill PS and St Francis RC respectively were supplied with 50 

new children’s bicycles from Helping Hands.  

Our work with Helping Hands did not stop there as their 

volunteers also provided the centre with a host of food 

packages for people whom this would benefit over the 

Christmas period. They also supplied boxes of biscuits which 

were used not only in all of the youth and children’s groups 

but also at the older peoples Christmas dance. 

Lastly, the centre also received fabulous donations from Radio 

Forth Cash for Kids. With all these presents, Santas little 

helpers had to work double time in making sure that all the 

gifts were wrapped and ready to go to the young people, 

children and their families. Santa and the committee would 

like to pass on a massive thanks to both young and older 

volunteers who made sure that the experience was a magical 

as ever. 

‘100% the best Grotto, all so magical my kids had the best 
time! Staff are fantastic! Thank you again for everything’. 

 

The fun and learning didn’t stop there for Santa, alongside our partners at St 
Francis RC Primary school, through the EXCEL project and with the 
Craigmillar Literacy Trust, Santa had a very special storytelling event for the 
wonderful Primary 1’s.  Through the highly entertaining story of ‘The 
dinosaur who pooped Christmas’, there was giggles all around, with each 
child receiving the book as a special gift so that they could share their 
story of their experience of meeting Santa here at the centre.   

‘Can you pass on my thanks to Santa, story teller and the YMC for supporting 
our P1’s today. The children  came back to school so enthusiastic and full of 

awe and amazement after meeting ‘the real life Santa’.  One wee boy said to 
me, ‘he was real, he was really real.  His beard was real and everything. 

He magic-ed his house all the way from the North Pole’. 
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Older Peoples Christmas Lunch 

After months of planning, raising funds and donations, sourcing products 
and securing acclaimed artists from LA, the very first Jack Kane 
Community Centre Older peoples Christmas lunch took place. Karen and 
Owen ably assisted with their helpers made sure that this very first 
Christmas lunch was an amazing success.  
 
With lots of smiling, conversation and dancing, the fabulous ‘recycled 
teenagers’ made sure that everyone could see the marvelous 
contribution that they all make to our community. The older people 
were provided with a three course meal, lots of fabby raffle prizes and 
bingo amounts that would put Mecca to shame (not to be confused with 
anything other than the bingo hall).  
 
There were too many volunteers who added sparkle to the event (you 
know who you are) they all worked tirelessly on the lead up and on the 
actual day, alongside organisations who donated to this special event. 
However, a special mention must go to Karen and her family of helpers, 
with another mention to Owen and John for their energy. 

Young Management Committee 
Written by Marley 

December has been a busy month for the YMC. We have been working on our publicity to let people know 
about us and what were here to do.  We are going to set up a surgery in the New Year on Saturday mornings, 
here at the centre, for people to come and talk about what they think and what changes they want to see in 
the centre and community.  
 
We are also putting together a plan for a workshop that we will take into the groups so they know more 
about us.  We've also been finding out more about the centre and all the different groups that are on, by 
helping out at the grotto and Tea Dance, going to the Good Hood group and we've also got to have a laugh 
and got to know the volunteers and the management committee more on our Christmas night out. 



 

 

   

Save the Date! 

Clubs Start  

Back 

Children in 

Need 

The post will be 

advertised in the 

week beginning the 

14th Jan 2019. 

Inspiring 

Disability 

Outcome of the 

funding application 

will be made in 

early March. 

Developing December 
Some years ago, members discussed and debated the need for Festive 

activities within the centre. Through discussion an agreement was 

reached that at this time of year it is more even more important to 

ensure that services run and take in to consideration communities 

needs. So whilst others may close down for the festive period, this 

centre, its staff and volunteers step up to the mark, so as to make sure 

that this centre remains rooted in the needs of the people. 

DECEMBER EDITION WINTER 2018 

Our core groups 

in partnership 

with LLL start 

back on the 14th 

Jan 2019. 

‘Would like to say thank you all so 
much for helping me out when times 
were hard and thanks for helping my 
kids out.  A big Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year to you all’ 

 

From the 3rd Dec – 5th January, the centre has welcomed 463 individuals with 147 participants being ‘new’ to 
the centre. 
 
810 spaces have been offered and filled, resulting in the festive programme running at 100% capacity.  
42% of the programme has also been supported by young volunteers.  
 
In comparison to 2017, the tables below highlights the increase in participation and demand for services 
during this time: 
 

Year Number of 
Services Provided 

Number of 
contacts 

Number of 
Individuals 

New participants to 
the centre 

2017 18 422 127 69 

2018 31 810 463 147 

 
This has resulted in: 

Comparison 
with 2017 

Increase in 
services 

Increase in 
contacts 

Increase in 
individuals  

Increase in new 
participants  

2018 13 388 336 78 

 

Figure Skating with Stats 

Final say as we 

wave December 
away 


