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P6 Big Talking 

 

This booklet contains the Big Talking activities for P6 from 

September to October 2019. This term we are focusing on imaginative 

writing. On a Monday, we will discuss a prompt for their writing which 

might be a story starter or an animation clip. We have included these 

in this booklet along with discussion points to help your child prepare 

for their writing lesson on a Wednesday. 

These discussion points are designed to be part of a discussion which 

can be easily worked into your family routine. Your child may wish to 

make notes of their ideas in their home learning jotter and bring 

these to class.  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Miss Sinclair and Ms Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 
The Beast 

 
Sick with fear I moved cautiously down the damp, dark stairway. The 

green, slimy brick walls seemed to be closing in on me, forcing me 

down towards the cellar. Suddenly, a foul stench reached my nose 

like the smell of a death camp. A wave of nausea forced me to stop 

as my legs buckled beneath me. For a moment I felt sure I would 

faint. Swallowing hard, I forced myself to remain conscious. I looked 

down. Who or what was lurking at the bottom of the stairs? 

My torch shook in my hand. From where I crouched I could see 

nothing. Silence, thick and heavy, engulfed me. Reassured, I took a 

step… 

Out of the blackness arose a chilling shriek, which turned my bones 

to water as the hideous beast sprang towards me. In the split 

second before my torch crashed to the ground, I caught my first 

terrifying glimpse of it. Never in my worst nightmare had I imagined 

this… 

 

 

At home read this extract and discuss: 

• What interesting vocabulary can you identify? 

• How does the writer create suspense? 

• What descriptive language could you use for the hideous beast? 

• Can you think of any similes to describe the beast? 

• What do you think will happen next? 

 

 



 

 

Monday 23rd September 2019 

The Elephant Train 

 

Nam pulled open the flaps of the tent. He knew there was no time to 

spare for the water was rising fast. Across the way the market stall 

had collapsed, its gaudy treasures floating on the fast, swirling 

water. At the corner he met his neighbour, old Seb, as he dragged 

his old white ox through the water. Nam warned him gently that 

another wave was predicted. Did Seb understand? This one would be 

worse.  

At last he reached them – his beloved elephants. He stroked Maja, 

the pride of his heart, the leader. Maja, who feared nothing, 

refused to move. The noble creature raised his trunk and shook his 

head. In spite of Nam’s encouraging words and caresses, Maja sat 

down heavily. Nam was desperate. What was he to do? He couldn’t 

let them drown.  

Tentatively Seena moved forward. Then very slowly she walked 

through the gate. Marvellously, Maja followed her. 

His heart soaring, Nam climbed on the back of his dear Maja and, 

looking back, he stifled a sob as he saw Tira, the youngest of the 

three, following them. They were on their way… 

 

At home read this extract and discuss: 

• Can you identify interesting openers? 

• How do you think the characters are feeling? 

• Where are they on their way to? 

• What was the journey like? What interesting vocabulary could you use to 

describe it? 



 

 

Monday 30th September 2019 

The Little Shoemaker 

 
In class, we have watched ‘The Little Shoemaker’ animation. Mr Bottle makes 

and sells special kinds of shoes and his business is good. However, the little 

shoemaker's life is about to change... a new shoe seller is in town and he will do 

anything to gain business.  

On Wednesday, your task will be to write your version of the story, with a new 

plan to get rid of the new shoemaker. 

 

 

 

 
At home discuss the following: 

• Describe the setting of the shoe shop. What ‘wow words’ could you use? 

• What is special about the shoemaker’s shoes in your version of the story? 

• What is your shoemaker’s plan to get rid of the new shoemaker? 

• What happens at the end of your story? 

 

 

 

Here is the link to the animation if you wish to watch it again at home: 

https://www.literacyshed.com/littleshoemaker.html 

 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/littleshoemaker.html


 

 

Monday 7th October 2019 

Planet Unknown 

In class, we watched the animation ‘The Planets’ which shows 12 different 

planets, each with its own unique setting and characters. We discussed the 

animation and identified the differences between the planets. Now it is your 

turn to create your own planet and characters. 

On Wednesday, your task will be to create a holiday brochure persuading people 

to visit your planet. 

 

 

At home, discuss the following: 

• What is your planet called? 

• What unique features does it have? 

• Who or what lives there? 

• Why should people visit your planet for a holiday? 

• Can you think of an interesting slogan for the front of your brochure? 

Try to use your knowledge of alliteration. 

 

 

 

 

Here is the link to the animation if you wish to watch it again at home: 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html

