
 

Friday 13 September 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers & Friends 

In discussions with my HT colleagues at a meeting last week, many of them told me 

they share a brief weekly round up in addition to a monthly newsletter. 

I will endeavour to provide info each week as I know that some things may be 

missed or your ‘news deliverers’ may not always remember to pass on important 

info. 

Key Dates:  

Monday 16 September  Holiday 

Tuesday 17 September 7.45pm Parent Council Meeting in the staffroom, ALL 

WELCOME 

Thursday 19 September  P3 Book Club begins 

    P6 Children’s Parliament Group at Holy Rood Parliament 

Friday 20 September Climate Change Strike – remember to put request in 

writing to authorise absences of those pupils taking part 

World Peace Day 

Thurs 26 September  Talent Show* (*New date) 

Wednesday 2 October Parental Consultations 4.00-7.00pm 

Thursday 3 October  National Poetry Day 

Friday 4 October  Skills Groups Begin 

    Parental Consultations 1.00-3.00pm 

Friday 11 October  Half Term 

Wednesday 23 October Pupils Return 

    



Thanks to everyone for attending both the P2-7 and the P1 curricular sharing sessions:  

Meet the Teacher.  We are keen to evaluate how useful these were, alongside the 

timing of the sessions so look out for a short survey coming your way soon. 

 

Weekly Round-Up 

• Last Friday Mrs Robinson, Mrs Khan and Mrs Singh attended a full morning of 

workshops designed to help support play in P1.  They very much enjoyed 

hearing about good practice from other schools and came back full of ideas 

to take forward with our own P1 team. 

• Message from Mr Burgess:  Last Friday we had a visit from Sara, Anne (along 

with baby Egan) on behalf of the Trussell Foundation. The children have been 

set the challenge of donating one item to the foodbank, the first pick up will 

be on the 27th September.  P7's have kindly volunteered to collect donations 

daily and I have some stickers for anyone who brings in items for the 

foodbank.  

• I would also like to encourage classes to recycle batteries and to bring in 

used batteries from home. We have a huge battery bucket at the security 

door in the foyer. Rocco and Jaxson from P7 have volunteered to collect next 

week’s supply of batteries. 

• These are two small ways to make a difference and tie in beautifully with the 

work we are covering in our Building Resilience programme. 

• Mrs Williamson is also looking for some nearly new (with all pieces intact!) 

games for P1.  Jigsaws, board games, puzzles, number games etc.. If you 

have any your child may have outgrown or any duplicates at home, they 

would be gratefully received. 

• Miss Coleman was out of school on Thursday to attend an event at Gillies 

College to receive an overview of the Catholic curriculum and to meet other 

teachers, new to Edinburgh. 

• I attended the first Edinburgh Primary Headteachers meeting of the new 

session on Wednesday and the morning was devoted to improving the 

mental health and wellbeing of leaders, staff and pupils in school.  It was led 

by Patti Santelices who is the Strategy Officer Health and Wellbeing in the 

Council.  It was a very interesting session and we all came away with two key 

strategies to try and reduce stress, we will share what she did with the pupils 

through assemblies and staff at our regular meeting times.  We were not 

allowed to suggest Spa Days as a strategy! 

• The afternoon session was all about key developments we have to manage 

in schools this coming year, the City of Edinburgh Council have asked for 

consistency in managing Concerns, Complaints and Compliments – some 

communication will come out next week – it is quite long, but please do try 

and read through it to help you best receive the support you need from us in 

school. 

Knitting Club 

Eilidh Scott came to assembly this morning as she has space for some new members 

to join in with knitting club, after school on a Wednesday.  Class teachers have 



postcards for those who are interested in finding out more.  Thanks to Eilidh, Paulina 

and Sophie in P6 for speaking so well and encouraging new members. 

 

Some Sporting News 

Some P6’s have been trying out Hillend Ski Slope and have observed how quickly 

they have managed to improve their skills! 

Four P7 footballers tried out for the Edinburgh Select Squad, with Jaxson progressing 

to the next stage on the trials on Wednesday – we wish him luck.  While the other 

three were disappointed it is a great achievement to be selected for trial and we 

are very proud of their efforts and in representing the school so well. 

Active Schools Clubs began this week – we have a full selection on offer across the 

morning, before school, during lunch and at the end of the school day.  Not all are 

full so please contact Lauren.Millar@ea.edin.sch.uk if your child is interested in 

attending. 

P6 Playground Partners – P6 pupils have been introducing playground games to 

some young pupils and have been doing this on a rota basis.  This has been 

introduced as part of our playground audit.  We will share the playground update 

with parents at the first parent council meeting on Tues night. 

 

I would be grateful to have items for next week’s round-up – if your child has an 

achievement, sporting or otherwise, please do let us know and we will endeavour to 

include.   

Email admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

 

Jacqueline Kelly 

Headteacher 
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