
 

Friday 14 February 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers & Friends 

Key Dates:  

Week Beginning:  Monday 17 February 

  

Thursday 20 February am:  Generation Science Workshops – P4 

 pm: Treasure Island Show  

Friday 21 February Deadline for return of Education Scotland Survey 

 10am Abercorn House:  Learning Conversations 

 10.30am Parent Council:  Pre-Loved Uniform & Coffee Morning 

Monday 24 February 5-pm Drop In Session – see below for further information 

 

Welcome back, after a very ‘weather eventful’ half term, sandwiched between 

Storm Chiara and Dennis – we hope that we have a calm spell ahead – both literally 

and metaphorically as we prepare for our upcoming inspection. 

All families should have received a link to complete a Parents/Carer survey and I 

encourage you to share your views which will help form and build into the final 

report.  The views of staff, partners who work with the school and pupils in P4-7 are 

also gathered and analysed. 

The inspection team will arrive in St John’s on Monday 2nd March and will spend the 

week immersing themselves in the life of the school and nursery.  The inspection 

process includes, meetings with key members of the school community, classroom 

observations, interviews with parents, partners and pupils.  There will also be analysis 

of health and nutrition, including school lunch service.  It is shaping up to be a very 

busy week.  The week concludes with feedback to the school leadership team, 

ahead of the report being published and shared with all stakeholders.   

We are confident that the caring, inclusive ethos and high level of pupil motivation 

and engagement, along with the positive work of the parent council and wider 

parent body will be highlighted as strengths and we would encourage you to talk 



about the inspection with your children – we know they will rise to the occasion – we 

know they are proud to be pupils of St John’s – this is a great opportunity for them to 

share this with the Education Scotland team. 

If you have any free time this week or next, please can you let the school office 

know – teachers would be grateful of your support with a variety of tasks. 

 

Diary Date:  Vision, Values and Aims & Positive Relationship Policy 

I have shared information relating to the above in newsletters throughout this session, 

if you would like to receive further updates and to look at the work we have been 

doing in this area, you can drop into school between 5-6pm on Monday 24th 

February, all welcome. 

 

House Learning Conversations 

Abercorn families have been invited to participate in a chat with their child/children 

on Friday morning from 10am, ahead of the parent council coffee morning.  This is a 

drop in but if you are unable to attend, work will come home to look at over the 

weekend.  We look forward to welcoming you.  Dates below for the 4 other school 

houses: 

Brighton: Friday 20th March 

Figgate: Friday 24th April 

Quarry: Friday 15th May 

Rosefield Friday 29th May 

 

Thank You, Thank You 

To P7 staff and pupils who sent us off with a smile at the end of term by sharing their 

uplifting assembly all about the USA.  They finished off with an 80’s classic by Kim 

Wilde which had us all rocking.  The P7’s demonstrated their cooperative skills to the 

max as they worked in groups to research, write and perform their final class 

assembly.  Well done Team P7! 

World Book Day 

A date for the diary – Thursday, 5th March.  As most families are aware we use Book 

Week Scotland in November as the main vehicle to celebrate the joys of reading, 

but we cannot let World Book Day go past without marking it in some way.  Pupils will 

receive £1 tokens and across the school, we will have shared reading sessions and 

book day quizzes.  One of our school values is INSPIRE – pupils are encouraged to 

bring in and share a book that has inspired them in some way – it could be a 

biography of someone they find inspirational or it could be a fictional story with an 

inspirational plot…we look forward to seeing what they come up with. 



Lateness/Absence 

A standing reminder to encourage parents/carers to ‘explain’ absences on return 

from an appointment or a spell of illness.  This allows the office staff to ensure the 

correct code is registered against your child. 

Achievements 

Good luck in advance to Genna and Christina who are preparing for ballet exams 

and huge congratulations to Christina in successfully auditioning and getting 

through to the dance world cup in Rome. 

Well done to Ella in P7 who gained a silver placing in cheerleading and to Grace for 

her success in ballroom and Latin dance.  Ben, also in P7 was recently moved up 

leagues in basketball – from crags to RDL.  Great job everyone. 

We really enjoy hearing about achievements out of school, keep sending them to us 

at admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

…And Finally 

The Lion King:  update – although we didn’t know in advance, the Lion King will be a 

lovely treat for us all, the week after the inspection. (Wed, 11th March) A reminder 

that if you have not paid yet you will find full details on parent pay. 

We aim to leave the school just after lunch, to arrive at the Playhouse for 2pm.  The 

buses are booked to depart after the show at 5.15pm, aiming to arrive back at St 

John’s around 5.45pm.  I will send this info again, nearer the time.   

Lauren, Active Schools has let coaches of the clubs know they will be unable to run 

that afternoon – there will be an extra week for ones missed and no skiing that 

Wednesday too. 
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