
 

Friday 3 April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers & Friends 

Hope this finds you well and coping with all the school closures has thrown at 

us.  It has been quite a half term, one like I and I’m sure you, have never 

experienced. 

THANK YOU, thank you, thank you 

 

To all our pupils, for attempting home learning and tasks, helping out at 

home, looking after yourselves and being the stars we know you are. 

To all the staff of St John’s.  To begin March with an Inspection and to end in 

this way has been an extraordinary set of circumstances and I am truly 

grateful to each and every one for the way in which they have managed to 

stay positive, focused and work so hard to try and keep learning going for 

their pupils.  It is new learning for them too and after Easter we will continue to 

learn new ways of teaching from a distance. 



To all our parents and extended families – we 

know the past two weeks have been tricky 

and will continue to be so for some time.  

Please know that we do not expect you to 

replicate a school day.  Do what you and 

your children can, no more or less.  These are 

very anxious and challenging days for us all, 

we can only do our best and that could 

change 

for all of 

us on a 

day to 

day basis.  

To everyone still at work – we applaud 

you all, you are amazing and resilient 

and brave and life-saving.  No matter 

what ‘key worker’ job you do, there isn’t 

one of us who could get through without 

the essential work you do.  

 

Easter Holidays 

This will be a ‘different’ 

holiday, but term officially ends today and children are due 

to ‘return’ on Tues 21st April, when teachers will be back in 

touch.  The children are not expected to complete tasks 

during the holidays and Twitter/Website will only be updated with 

important/emergency information. 

City of Edinburgh Council are also issuing new guidance about home 

learning for the summer term, I will issue this to you all. 

You should have received a link, yesterday, to parental survey for key worker 

families who need childcare in the Easter holidays.  I have copied it again, 

below.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-

5xIKyc590SpJCucLNuoelakhUMk1aQ1MwS0RaQkdDRkZJVE9FMkQzNjM1UC4u 
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If you need childcare for under 5’s in the holidays, please email: 

earlyears@edinburgh.gov.uk 

 

Fr Jock has been streaming Mass online via the Parish Facebook page – link 

below for those who wish to tune in on Sunday, Holy Week and beyond: 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsandStMaryMagdalenes/ 

In his sermon last Sunday he talked about ‘the hand and heart of Jesus’ – I’m 

sure he has been that and more to the parishioners these past weeks. 

 

Info and Links 

Edinburgh Council Website: www.edinburgh.gov.uk 

School Admin: admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

School Website:  https://stjohnsportobello.com 

There have been a few queries about accessing information class work via 

the website, please click ‘class pages > then primary 1, 2 etc’. Tabs along the 

top should guide you to relevant sections of the website.  Email admin if you 

are still having difficulty. 

Families in receipt of free school meals are entitled to payments during the 

time of school closure.  If you have not yet received these please see info 

here: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolgrants 
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A message for all our pupils: 

You are: amazing, bold, 

courageous, different, 

extraordinary, focused, gorgeous, 

hilarious, incredible, jazzy, kind, 

loud, magnificent, natural, 

outstanding, positive, quizzical, 

radical, sensational, terrific, 

unbelievable, vibrant, wonderful, 

xciting, yappy, zeisty 

Remember this while we are 

apart.  You are steering your ship 

through stormy times, but you’ve 

got what it takes.  YOU CAN DO IT 

We miss you and look forward to 

when we can welcome you all 

back to school. 

Always in our hearts.  

Have a ‘new’ kind of Easter holiday and remember, thank God for your many 

blessings, even if you have to look harder for them just now and enjoy some 

chocolate.  It is well deserved. 

All our love, Mrs Kelly and all the staff.  Xxx 


