


What Is a Pond?

A pond is a still piece of water, meaning that it doesn’t move and flow like a river or 
stream.

A pond can be natural or manmade and is generally smaller than a lake but there is not an 
official size at which a pond becomes a lake.



A Pond Ecosystem

The thing to remember about ponds is that there is life on the bottom, in the water at 
different depths and on top of the water as well as around its edges.

The water also gets colder and darker as you travel lower down the pond.



Pond Zones

The shape of the pond, with its shallow edges and deep water in the middle, means that 
different zones are created which in turn lead to different habitats.
Going across the pond, there is the shallow ‘littoral zone’ which turns into open 
water/limnetic zone over the deep middle water.

Vertically, the Sun’s rays make the top of the water lighter. Gradually, it gets darker as you 
get further away from the surface. Vertically again, the Sun’s rays make the top of the 
water warmer. Gradually, it gets cooler as you move further away from the surface.



Pond Plants

Plants around the edge of the water prefer moist soil and marshy areas.
Plants in the edge of the water like and need a lot of water and a swamp environment. 

Trees and ferns like it here as they also won’t get washed away.
Other plants use the surface of the water. Some float on the water and don’t need soil at 
all, others are rooted in shallow water and have their leaves and flowers floating on the 
top.

Deep water plants are totally submerged in the water. 
They are rooted in the soil and provide food for animals and oxygen in the water.



Pond Animals

Animals around the edge of the water like moist soil and marshy areas as well as using the 
water for drinking.
Many animals, such as birds and insects, use the top of the water for resting, nesting and 
feeding.
Some animals, such as newts and frogs, live both in and out of the water – these are 
amphibians.
Shallow water animals are usually smaller, such as tadpoles and small fish. They often feed 
from the surface of the water.

Deep water animals feed from other animals, plants and decayed items in the water 
although they may also visit the surface.



A Pond Food Web

All the plants and animals rely on each other as well as sunlight.
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Terrapins in a saltwater pond

Saltwater Ponds

We don’t often think of ponds as containing salt water but they can. 
They are also known as marine ponds and are made from sea water.

Saltwater ponds are found in temperate and tropical climates. They have to be made from 
sea water so they are created in places where the sea must have been at some point but 
the landscape has changed to trap some of the water in a pond on its own. Unless of 
course, it’s a manmade saltwater pond.

Did you know?

There’s a place in Canada called Saltwater 
Pond Islands.



Mangrove tree with visible roots.

Saltwater Pond Life

Only certain plants and animals can survive 
and thrive in salt water.

Mangrove trees, which also provide 
feeding and breeding areas for birds, are 
popular in salt water.



• Design your own man-made pond and plan the correct animals and plants 
for each area.

• Draw an alternative food web with some of the other different plants and animals in 
and around a pond area.

• Make a comparison between freshwater and saltwater 
ponds. What is the same and what is different?

• Find out about pond life in different countries.

Why Not…?




