
 

Bulletin 17.8.20 

WELCOME BACK to a new school session, where I’d like to share how happy I am our 

children are back in school.  It is really great to see and hear a buzz within St John’s 

again.  I think we all felt a bit emotional seeing them return. Delighted our nursery 

opened the doors this morning – was great seeing our wee children skip through the 

nursery as if they hadn’t been away. 

I also want to say a huge thank you to our school staff who helped us get ready to 

open safely and on time on Wednesday.  Special thanks go to Di, Alan, Helen, 

Aimee, Theresa and Lorette our cleaners, Greg & the school dining staff; Graham, 

the Facilities Management team and our own Mr Mackie.  

On Wednesday, we opened our doors to children with surnames from A-L and on 

Thursday to those children with surnames M-Z.  All children attended on Friday.  Our 

new Primary 1 children have been a joy! They have settled in well and have coped 

with the challenge of being full time from their first day. Exceptional really, when you 

consider many of them were entering the building and meeting their teachers for 

the very first time.  There were only a few tears, but these were mainly from parents! 

We also welcomed some new children throughout the school, new additions to our 

St John’s family.  I have heard many positive stories about our P7’s and their first days 

of high school and met some of them in the park – we continue to wish them well 

and know they will stay in touch. 

We are in an evolving situation and will monitor our procedures and share all 

changes with you. Overall, we feel they have worked well the first few days and I 

want to thank you all for adhering to our staggered times and supporting us. 

However, there are a few things we have noticed and we have also had some 

helpful comments from parents. I have therefore highlighted some actions that will 

further improve everyone’s safety: 

 

 

 



Playground DROP and GO! 

• Once you have dropped your child at school or picked them up, please can you 

leave and move away from the school promptly. It is incredibly important, that 

we, the adults, model the 2m physical distancing measures which allow us to be in 

school with 100% attendance. School staff are here to help and will ensure pupils 

are safely in their lines awaiting the teacher arriving.   

 

• The staggered start and finish times are helping but it can still get quite busy, we 

will continue to monitor this.   

• We are aware that for a few families drop off/pick up clash and it is difficult to be 

in two places at once. The playground is open for pupils to wait until their ‘bell’ 

time. 

• Where possible, it would help reduce congestion if only one adult drops off and 

picks up. 

• Please do not enter the playground without speaking to a member of school staff.  

(Breakfast/After School Club have their own arrangements.) 

• School Bags – in my first communication, I wrote that ‘where possible’ schoolbags 

should be left at home.  This was to help with congestion in the cloakrooms.  Pupils 

have all resources issued by the school so a bag may not be necessary.  However, 

there are no ‘bans’ on school bags. 

 

*I have attached a summary of drop off and pick up times below as I know all the 

changes can be confusing and take some getting used to. We will get there though!   

Entry/ Exit Point 

Nursery 
Door/Garden 

Direct Classroom 
entrances on 
ground floor 
from 
Duddingston 
Road 

Entrance 
to/from 

playground via 
nursery  

Entrance to/ 
from 

playground via 
Treverlen Park 

Direct entrance 
to upper 

corridor stairs 
from 

Duddingston 
Road 

           
Nursery 
8.30am-
4.30pm 
Mon/Tues or 
Wed/Thurs 

P1: 8.50-2.50pm 
P3: 8.30-3.00pm 

P2:  8.50-2.50pm 
P4:  8.30-3.00pm 
P5: 8.40-3.10pm 
 

P6:8.40-
3.10pm 
 

P7:  8.40-
3.10pm 
 

 Fri 
P1 8.50-11.35am 
P3 8.30-11.45am 

Fri 
P2 8.50-11.35am 
P4 8.40-11.45am 
P5 8.40-11.55am 

Fri 
P6 8.40-
11.55am 

Fri 
8.40-11.55am 

 

Parking 

We have already received a concern from a Duddingston Road resident who 

complained about congestion on Friday outside the school, both from the number 

of cars parked and adults congregating, not physically distancing. This in turn led to 

a complaint to PC Blackmore, North East Community Policing Team who has asked 

us to “instruct parents/carers to park elsewhere or encourage their children to use 



alternative methods of transport where appropriate.” I could not be clearer –DO NOT 

PARK OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL BUILDING ON THE MARKED AREAS! 

 

Infection Control:  I hope you all received a copy of our draft Infection Control 

measures, draft, because this will change, dependent on latest Scottish 

Government/Local Authority advice and procedures.  Any time a change is made I 

will email out the newest version with changes in red.  This document can also be 

found on our school website: 

https://stjohnsportobello.com/ 

PE/Art/Outdoor Learning 

Peripatetic teachers who support in Primary Schools are being asked to work in a 

different way to enable them to stay as safe as possible.  They will only work with two 

groups (classes) a day. 

Miss McWilliam (Art); Mr Devine (PE) and Mrs Gries (Outdoor Learning) will start to 

take groups from Mon 17th August. Where Mr Devine used to work in St John’s every 

Monday and Tuesday, this has changed to ‘two weeks on’, ‘two weeks off’ shared 

with us and Dalry Primary, his other school.  Miss McWilliam works in St John’s every 

Monday morning and all day Wednesday, Mrs Gries every Tuesday and Wednesday.  

They are employed to cover teachers non class contact time so work with classes in 

P3-7.  Teachers in P1&2 teach their own pupils PE, art and outdoor learning. 

We will remind you which days pupils should wear PE kit.  PE with Mr Devine will begin 

week commencing Mon 31st Aug.  All PE will take place outdoors and in most 

weathers – be prepared! 

Staffing 

We were delighted to welcome Ms Maguire to P6 and we also welcome Ms 

Redman to P5 (Thurs/Fri) and to support Mrs Kinsella when she is out of class whilst 

also supporting Ms Maguire’s class every Monday.  Both teachers have settled so 

well and are already praising our pupils for their great behaviour and positive 

attitudes. 

Mrs Mitchell will continue to be the lead Support for Learning teacher – again, like 

the specialist teachers she must change the way she directly interacts with the 

children – she too, can only see two groups per day – she has developed interactive 

teaching resources which can be accessed as follow up work and be completed in 

class/at home, where necessary.  More info to come from Mrs Mitchell to those 

children she teaches. 

Meet the Teacher/Curriculum Developments 

Our Meet the Teacher session is usually held at the beginning of September – 

teachers will be in touch soon with alternative arrangements. 

https://stjohnsportobello.com/


The City of Edinburgh Council Team ‘Edinburgh Learns’ have produced a suite of 

resources to help schools focus on a recovery and renewal curriculum, it will be 

important to share this with parents – this is not ‘catching up’ but helping the 

children to reflect on the experiences of the past months and have an increased 

focus on literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing. 

And Finally…We had a welcome visit from Fr Jock, this afternoon, in the rain! It was 

lovely to catch up with him after months of tuning into masses online.  He is looking 

forward to meeting all the children again and will pop in again next week to say 

hello. 

Phew!  I think that is probably enough information for just now.  As always, our 

channels of communication are open, albeit, we cannot see you in school. 

Phone: 0131 669 1363 

Email:  admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

Learning Journals will continue for this session – new P1 accounts will be set up and 

classes moved on – these will be used as a communication tool and P1 intend to use 

them to send work, progress and pictures to our new families. 
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