
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION: 6 MAY 2021 CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS 

 

I am writing to confirm that as in previous years this school will be closed to 

pupils on Thursday 6 May 2021 to allow its use as a Polling Place for the Scottish 

Parliament Election.  

Non digital Remote learning options will be available on 6 May. Further information 

will be issued by class teachers, nearer the time.  Please see additional information 

below from the council elections team. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs J Kelly 

 
 
 The Council has a statutory duty to identify polling places for voters that are accessible, well located 
and of sufficient capacity to handle the numbers of voters attending.   In many cases schools have 
been selected as polling places as they often offer an ideal location, good facilities and easy 
access.   Where schools are used in order to maintain pupil safety it is necessary to close them to 
pupils during the hours of poll.  This necessarily disrupts education and places a burden on parents 
and carers.  It is never a step that the Council takes lightly nor without appreciating these 
consequences.  For some elections it has been possible to arrange an in-service training day to 
coincide with polling day, but this has not always been the case. 
 
The Council faces a tension between the duty to provide appropriate polling facilities to support 
turnout in democratic elections and a duty to provide a continuity of education to students in 
school.  Over recent years, with reviews of polling arrangements in the City, increasin efforts have 
gone into identifying alternative venues to minimise the use of schools, with Council passing motions 
to ensure that this was done.   From over 40 schools and nurseries being used just a few years ago, 
now only 18 will be used on 6 May and additional work is continuing to eliminate wherever possible 
the use of schools on future polling days. 
 
I appreciate that after the disruptions of the past year a further day of closure will not be 
welcome.  However, this is only being done given the statutory duty to allow voters to participate in 
the election of the Scottish Parliament and we have a commitment that future use of schools will be 
ceased wherever alternatives exist.  Proposals for alternative polling places can always be made to 
elections@edinburgh.gov.uk  
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