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Bulletin 31.5.21 

The weather looks like to improve for the next 7 days or so, lets hope this includes the 

east coast and the infamous haar burns off! Normally at this time of year, we would 

be planning our health week, sports day and all the other summer term activities.  

With class bubbles remaining and Level 2 restrictions preventing large gatherings in 

schools, all these types of events will be class based and without spectators. We 

have received a few requests for end-of-year school events to be live-streamed or 

filmed so that parents can take part remotely. We do not have permission from all 

parents to film their children and so we cannot live-stream or film. This can be for 

child protection, family law or other reasons. 

We will continue to use class blogs on the website and the school twitter account to 

share snapshots of all we are doing in school.   

Important dates/info below: 

Holiday Date Changes from City of Edinburgh Council 

 

At its March meeting, the Education, Children and Families Committee agreed to 

change the scheduled Christmas holiday dates from Friday 24 December 2021 - 

Monday 10 January 2022 to Monday 20 December 2021 - Tuesday 4 January 2022. 

The change was based on a similar amendment to the previous year’s holiday 

dates.  The reasons for the change are set out in this committee report: 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s31995/7.10%20School%20Session

%20Dates%20Amendment%202021-22.pdf 

The report did not include consideration of the in-service day after the holidays.  This 

will be Wednesday 5 January 2022.  To ensure that pupils are in school for the 

required 190 days, the summer term will be amended to finish on Friday 1 July 2022 

instead of Thursday 30 June. 

The agreed changes are now on the Council website, along with dates for dates for 

2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25. 

 

Tuesday 1st June Parent Council Meeting, 7pm on MS Teams, all welcome 
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Saturdays 5,12,19 &26th June First Holy Communion, 12pm: St John’s 

Wednesday 9th June  P7 EPIC Day @Bonaly; P6 Sports: Games at the Hub, (onsite at St 

John’s.) This will be classed as P6 Sports Day. 

Sports Day dates for other classes will be communicated separately. 

Tues 15th – Thurs 17th June P7 (3 day) Virtual Transition to High School 

Monday 21st June: P7 Leavers Event, 4-6pm, school astro 

Friday 25th June: End of Term – timings to follow 

Celebrating the Sacraments 

 

Many Congratulations to all our P7’s who were confirmed across three evenings last 

week. Normally the Archbishop bestows this sacrament but due to Covid restrictions 

Fr Jock was asked to officiate and it was remarked upon, how personal and spiritual 

it was for all the families. 

P3A made their First Reconciliation on Friday and they too receive our 

congratulations.  The parish team were very impressed by how well prepared and 

happy they were.  Good luck to P3B who will make theirs on Friday, 4th June. 

 

Our P4 pupils are looking forward to First 

Holy Communions which will take place 

across all Saturdays in June. 

All pupils making the sacraments are 

supported by home, school, and parish; our 

thanks to all who have helped them 

prepare so beautifully.   

 

 

Covid Updates  

NHS Scotland has advised schools that if there are now two or more Covid cases 

within the class bubble/close contact group health authorities may ask siblings of 

close contacts to also isolate and get tested (PCR) This will mean that for example, if 

a class bubble is sent home, the brothers and sisters of those children in the other 

classes will also be sent home. Please continue to keep children at home until the 

result of their Covid test is known. Please continue to tell the school office if your 

child is having a Covid test and then tell us what the result is before they return to 

school. This saves us a lot of work telephoning parents each morning. Thank you. 
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School Budget: Pupil Equity Funding  

The Scottish Government’s additional funding for schools to use for reducing the 

poverty-related attainment gap has been increased for St John’s and will be £64,813 

for 2021-2022. We are asking for parents’ views on how this should be spent. In 

previous years this has supported - Financial support for families who receive Income 

Support, for things like school excursions, residential excursions etc. - Purchasing more 

iPads to help with learning at home during the Covid pandemic; funding for 

additional support for learning and play based learning in P1 

Please email admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk if you would like to suggest how this money 

could best be used to reduce the poverty-related attainment gap. Please note 

there is a national scheme of conditions around how this money can be used. The 

updated version of this guidance is still to arrive in schools. At the time of writing, we 

do not yet have our April 2021- April 2022 budget allocated by City of Edinburgh 

Council. 

[parksmart] 
You may have noticed our intrepid JRSO team from P6 who were out in all kinds of 

awful weather to survey the traffic on Duddingston Road and surrounding areas. 

They are collating this information, which will be shared separately.  Our parent 

council have worked with their Duddingston PS colleagues to create a parents and 

carers Active Travel survey.  The survey is very user friendly and should only take a 

few minutes to complete via this link:  https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/40ObPkYt and I 

would encourage all families to complete. 

We also had a visit from Strider, the active travel mascot to reinforce healthy ways to 

travel during Walk to School Week. P7 led the way in walking safely. 
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Children’s Parliament: Dignity in Schools 

We are delighted to share news of an exciting new partnership with the Children’s 

Parliament team, with whom we have worked in partnership with over several years.  

It was a real honour to be selected for this important piece of work which will involve 

the whole school community; the team are looking forward to getting to know our 

parents and carers as well as school staff and pupils.  Dignity in School aims to 

create a hub for Humans Rights Practice within the school.  We have been linked 

with Stoneywood School in Aberdeen and we look forward to getting to know our 

partner school as we embark on the work.  The project will begin this month but will 

continue across next session and a Children Parliament worker will spend a few days 

in school on a weekly basis to capture, amplify and when relevant co-produce a 

suite of resources, prompts and inspirational stories that will create a momentum 

behind our shared commitment to making rights real for our children. 

Family Income Entitlements  

You may be entitled to the following family income benefits which can really boost 

a family’s income. Check at www.mygov.scot/beststart or call 0800 182 2222.  

Scottish Child Payment = A payment of £40 every four weeks for each eligible child 

under the age of six. Best Start Grant Pregnancy and Baby Payment = A £606 

payment for a first child and £303 for other children. Plus an extra £303 if you have a 

multiple birth. You can apply from 24 weeks of pregnancy until your baby is 6 months 

old. Best Start Grant Early Learning Payment = A £252.50 payment when a child is 

between the ages of 2 and 3.5 years. You can still apply if your child is not taking up 

a place at nursery. Best Start Grant School Age Payment = A £252.50 payment to 

help eligible families with the costs of starting school. 

Best Start Foods = Money every four weeks on a pre-paid chip and pin Mastercard. 

The amount is £17.00 every four weeks during pregnancy and for any children 

between one and three years old. This payment increases to £34.00 for any child 

under one. The card can be used to buy healthy food. 

 

And Finally…in the last newsletter, a month ago we said 

cheerio to Mrs Kinsella. She barely had time to put her books 

away before baby Oran Kinsella-Stevenson arrived on Friday 

7th May.  Our love and congratulations to them all. 
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