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It is hard to believe that 4 full weeks have passed since the children returned to 

school, the weather continues to be kind to us, and all classes have enjoyed 

playtimes, outdoor learning and PE with the sun shining.  This week in the news the 

Chief Ofsted Inspector in England has been discussing the ‘catch-up’ curriculum – 

these past weeks have been full of catch up in St John’s as the children have told us 

all about catching up: with family they have not seen in over a year, catching up 

with their friends at birthday parties and play dates, catching up with friends from 

the class next door and catching up with their coaches as clubs and sporting 

activities return to full capacity –all rich learning experiences taking place inside and 

outside of school.   

The staff and I love our catch-ups with them and you – thanks to everyone who 

attended a Meet the Teacher session this week and the teaching staff for preparing 

and delivering – with technology (mostly) cooperating.  We welcome feedback, if 

you would like to contribute, the form is here:  Meet the teacher Feedback 

Parental Consultations are just around the corner, please can you ensure the office 

staff have your most up to date mobile number and email address. 

 

Standing Item:  Reporting a Positive Case:  

1. Inform school that you have a positive test for Covid within your household. We will 

require: 

o Your child’s first name and last name  

o Class 

o Date of birth 

o Date of Covid PCR test which was positive  

The school will email the above details of the positive case to City of Edinburgh 

Council Covid Case Management Team to confirm a return to school date for your 

child.  

2. School will issue the new “Warn and Inform” letters from NHS Test and Protect to 

staff and parents.  

Please remain at home while you wait for a PCR Covid test result for your child. 

 

Up to date information can be found here:  https://www.nhsinform.scot/ 

https://forms.office.com/r/b9ppBdphKK
https://www.nhsinform.scot/


Ice-Cream Friday 

What a treat!  Huge thanks to Claire and the parent council team for 

organising Monica’s Ices to come into school this morning to deliver ice-

cream cones to all from nursery to P7.  The pupils have asked that we share a 

huge bIg THANK YOU on their behalf…don’t know what was most exciting, 

the ice-cream or the choice of raspberry, bubble gum or chocolate sauce. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dining Hall 

We are pleased to welcome all pupils back to the dining hall, from Tuesday. 

P1-4 have been rightly praised for how quickly and quietly they get 

themselves organised and the dining staff have commented on their good 

manners – lots of pleases and thank yous all round. 

 

Parking: Attached to this newsletter is an important 

communication from Police Scotland – please take time to read and 

familiarise yourself with the contents.  As always, we urge you to park away 

from Duddingston Road, Hamilton Terrace, Hamilton Drive and walk, cycle or 

scoot to school. Doing so will avoid the potential of a fine. 

 
Report Dangerous Parking, street bins, street lighting issues-  Report it – The City of 

Edinburgh Council: Report It 

 

Dangerous driving: Police Scotland telephone101 

 

 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/report


Free Travel for Young People 
The Scottish Parliament has agreed a new, free, bus travel scheme for those 

aged under 19. This means all residents of Scotland aged 5-19 will receive 

free bus travel from 31 January 2022. Further information can found on the 

Transport Scotland website:  Transport Scotland 

 

Staffing Update: 

I thought I might be updating you with news of Mrs Williamson’s baby but 

nothing to report at time of writing. 

 

The eagle-eyed P7’s have noticed that Mrs Shona 

Mitchell has not been teaching a class this term! We wish her and husband 

Fareed lots of love and luck as they wait for baby Oskouii to arrive in 

December.  Mrs Mitchell will now be working from home and is going to help 

us produce a digital strategy and progression for our ICT curriculum. She has 

been instrumental in coordinating the library – books are now all labelled with 

their AR codes and after help from P7 to reorganise the books we are almost 

ready to re-open the library. 

 

Support for Learning 

If recruitment goes well, we hope to be able to have a replacement teacher 

for Mrs Gillian Mitchell, with a start date after the October holidays.  In the 

meantime, each class has daily literacy/numeracy support from PSA staff.   
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: 

Monday 20th September HOLIDAY – school closed to all 

Tuesday 21st September  International Day of Peace 

Friday 24th September  New Beginnings Mass: P7 

Wednesday 6th October  Parental Consultations 

Friday 8th October   Parental Consultations 

Wednesday 13th October  Pupil & staff flu vaccination day 

Friday 15th October   Half Term – finish at 11.55/12.05 

Monday 25th October  Staff Return 

Tuesday 26th October  Pupil Return 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/3e53fwsj


And finally… School Football return 

It has been a long wait – particularly for our P5’s but at 

last, the fixtures are out, the astro is ready, we even 

have a local derby tomorrow and Mr Mackie has his 

scarf looked out – this weekend sees the return of 

school football across the city.  Good luck to all our 

teams, play well, support one another, and 

remember you are a representative of St John’s! 
 

 

 

Contact us: 

Phone: 0131 669 1363 

Email: admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

Website: StJohns 

Twitter: @porty_stjs 

 

Parent Council: 

 ClassList 

PC Facebook: Parent Council Facebook 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
https://stjohnsportobello.com/
https://twitter.com/Porty_StJs
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/956073208463823/?ref=share

