
 

Bulletin 6.9.21 

This week has provided a sharp reminder that Covid-19 continues to disrupt school 

life and we received notification of several cases across the school. We will continue 

to notify families of any additional cases by email and the NHS Warn and Inform 

letter is pinned to the school website for easy access. 

https://stjohnsportobello.com/ 

All staff working in schools are encouraged to take regular 

Lateral Flow tests since last year and we know many 

families have also been doing this regularly this term, as 

encouraged by government guidelines. This has quickly 

identified even asymptomatic cases in school, particularly 

in siblings. If your child develops symptoms, or a Lateral 

Flow test is positive, then please confirm this with a PCR test and notify school. Please 

remember that you can pick up free Lateral Flow tests from selected chemists. 

The new guidance from the Scottish government and NHS Lothian on 9 August was 

a major change from previous in that whole classes will no longer be sent home to 

self-isolate when positive cases emerge. This is because classmates are no longer 

considered ‘close contacts.’ Please note this means Test and Protect no longer 

contact classmates’ families (unless they deem them to be a close contact outside 

of school, overnight sleepover etc). We want to reassure you all normal mitigations 

are in place and that everyone’s safety remains our priority. 

 

If cases continue to rise across the school further mitigations such as a return to class 

bubbles and staggered starts/finishes may have to be re-introduced.  I will 

communicate separately should this change be implemented. 

 

In the meantime, I ask for your support to keep children at home if they display 

symptoms of Covd-19 and to wear face coverings and keep at least 1m distancing 

when on school grounds. 

 

 

 

 

https://stjohnsportobello.com/


Reporting a Positive Case:  

1. Inform school that you have a positive test for Covid within your household. We will 

require: 

o Your child’s first name and last name  

o Class 

o Date of birth 

o Date of Covid PCR test which was positive  

The school will email the above details of the positive case to City of Edinburgh 

Council Covid Case Management Team to confirm a return to school date for your 

child.  

2. School will issue the new “Warn and Inform” letters from NHS Test and Protect to 

staff and parents.  

Please remain at home while you wait for a PCR Covid test result for your child. 

 

Up to date information can be found here:  https://www.nhsinform.scot/ 

 

Our planned phasing of all pupils into the dining hall has been paused during this 

increase in cases. Only P1&2 will use the hall this week and they have separate 

‘sittings’ with tables/surfaces sanitised after use. 

 

Communicating with the School 

For new families and a general reminder: 

 

Questions about learning, class routines, peer relationships etc. Please raise 

these in the first instance with your class teacher. The parent council Classlist 

app is also a good place to go for queries such as misplaced uniform/which 

day is gym etc 

 

If you then need to speak to a member of the school leadership team, 

please call 0131 669 1363 or use admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk to contact 

anyone in our staff team. This account is checked every workday. City of 

Edinburgh Council policy for general enquiries is that a member of staff will 

return your call/email within 5 working days. Please also be aware of the 

peak times in the office which are usually 0850-0930 and 1430-1530.  Make 

use of the pre-recorded absence line and answering service if you are 

unable to speak to a member of the office team. 

 

It may also be helpful to highlight issues which school does not manage- how 

do I comment on these?  

Active Schools after-school clubs queries Lauren.Millar@ea.edin.sch.uk 

School Meals Complaints cf.complaints@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Breakfast/ASC: springoscars@actionforchildren.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/
mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
mailto:Lauren.Millar@ea.edin.sch.uk
mailto:cf.complaints@edinburgh.gov.uk
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Parking: We receive a high volume of complaints regarding unlawful 

parking, dangerous driving, and pavement parking, while we will continue to 

report/educate individuals regarding these, please note that it also helps the school 

if you can report what you witness.   

 
Parking, street bins, street lighting issues-  Report it – The City of Edinburgh Council: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/report 

 

Dangerous driving: Police Scotland telephone101 

 

Staff Car Park: this is strictly for school staff only.  However, we currently have some 

families (with disabled badges) who have permission to drop off/pick up.  If unsure, 

please ask a member of school staff and please do not move the cones – these are 

placed there to keep all our children safe as they arrive/leave school. 
 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Friday 10th September Roald Dahl Day 

w.b. 13th September  Meet the Teacher – see below  

Monday 20th September HOLIDAY – school closed to all 

Tuesday 21st September International Day of Peace 

Friday 24th September New Beginnings Mass: P7 

 

When arranging the Meet the Teacher session for 15th Sept it was clear that families 

with siblings would struggle to attend each meeting. Please see revised dates and 

times below: 

 

Meet the Teacher 

Tues 14th P1&2 5.00pm 

 

Wed 15th P3 

P4  

5.00pm 

5.35pm 

 

Thurs 16th P5&6  

P7 

5.00pm 

5.35pm 

 

   

Meetings are virtual and will take place online. 

A MS Team links will be issued to families in each year group by email on Friday 10th 

September. 

 

 

 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/report


School Budget & Additional Funding 

The school budget increases when everyone who is entitled to, claims free school 

meals (even if you are in the classes that get free school meals automatically)  

Please complete the application at https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/food-

clothing/free-school-meals-school-clothing-grants if you meet the criteria below. This 

only takes 10 minutes to complete. The Scottish Government currently provides Free 

School Meals to children in Nursery, P1 to P4 (with P5 to 7 starting in January 2022)  

Parents can order school meals on our Parent Pay system. If you require an account, 

please ask our school office on admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

  

From 1 August 2021, your child can get free meals in school if you receive:  

• Universal Credit (where your monthly earned income is not more than £625)  

• Income Support  

• income-based Job Seeker's Allowance  

• income-based Employment and Support Allowance  

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

 

Your child is also entitled to free school lunches if you receive:  

• Child Tax Credit, but not Working Tax Credit, and your income is less than £16,105  

• both Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit and have an income of up to £7,500 

 

Active Schools Update 
Our thanks go to the parent council and one of our parents at St John’s, Ben 

McLeish who have kindly offered to sponsor the cost of coaches’ fees which will 

allow us to provide a range of active schools clubs.  Without their support the 

number of activities on offer this term may have significantly reduced.  Lauren Millar, 

Active Schools Coordinator and the school leadership team are greatly 

appreciative of the generous funding received. 

We are hopeful that Clubs will begin, as usual, after the September weekend.  Look 

out for joining instructions and information on how to book. 

 

 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/food-clothing/free-school-meals-school-clothing-grants
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Roald Dahl Day 
Each class has really engaged with and enjoyed all the 

work they have completed with their chosen books and 

the school staff and pupils look forward to our school 

celebration on Friday, 10th September, when everyone is 

encouraged to  DRESS UP as their favourite Roald Dahl 

character. 

A reminder of the books each class are reading: 

P1 The Enormous Crocodile 

P2 George’s Marvellous 

Medicine 

 

P3  Fantastic Mr Fox 

P4 The Witches 

P5

 Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  

P6  The BFG 

 

P7 Matilda  

And Finally…the Children’s Parliament Team: Jo and Beth have met all the children 

in school and have completed introductory workshops with pupils from across P5-7. If 

you would like to follow this project, updates can be found here: 

www.dignityinschool.scot  

 

 

 

http://www.dignityinschool.scot/


Contact us: 

Phone: 0131 669 1363 

Email:  admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

Website: https://stjohnsportobello.com/ 

Twitter: @porty_stjs 

Classlist:
 https://api.classlist.com/generator/invitepdf?sid=835270862&zu=827640878 

PC Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/956073208463823/?ref=share 
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