
 

Bulletin 11.10.21 

As I finish writing the newsletter, the last of the parental consultations have taken 

place...meetings between our teachers and families are really important to us, it is 

always good to share what is going well and to hear from a parental perspective 

what you and your child needs from all of us.  I hope you found them useful.  We will 

send out a quick form for feedback – this will help us to plan for the next set.  The 

technology, I know, can be a source of frustration, but I hope you received a phone 

call as a back up if the video call facility failed – I feedback to the council about this 

too. 

Next week is half term and the weather this week has been very mixed, some warm 

days, some wet and a mixture of both.  Please can we ask that the children return 

after the holidays with coats/jackets for unpredictable weather – our pupil support 

assistants have already changed into their big waterproof coats and want to keep 

the children outside at break and lunch for as long as possible – the children tell us 

frequently that they would rather be out than in class when it rains. 

Standing Item:  Reporting a Positive Case:  

1. Inform school that you have a positive test for Covid within your household. We will 

require: 

o Your child’s first name and last name  

o Class 

o Date of birth 

o Date of Covid PCR test which was positive  

 

Some additional COVID reminders below: 

• Do not send your child to school if they have a temperature, loss of 

taste/smell or new, persistent cough.  

• Go for a PCR Test. Householders should stay at home while you wait for the 

test result. 

• Use home Covid tests, called LFD tests, which are free at pharmacies or to 

order online at https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/order-lateral-

flowkits/condition   

These help us to stop Covid spreading when we do not show symptoms: 

• Wash hands before leaving home and on arrival at school.  

• Wash hands before leaving school and on arriving at home.  

https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/order-lateral-flowkits/condition
https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/order-lateral-flowkits/condition


• Remind children to use a tissue when coughing and sneezing or to use their 

elbow.  

• Remind children not to share food/drinks/ plates etc. 

 

Hallowe’en 

So many requests to dress up on Friday 29th October – how could we say no? 

The children who would like to, can dress up for Hallowe’en in school on the Friday 

we return after the holidays.  We do have some pupils who get a little scared. Please 

no scary masks/clowns.  Children who would rather not dress up are welcome to 

wear their own clothes or uniform. 

 

Message from the Parent Council 
The parent council is a charitable organisation run entirely by volunteers, with the 

aim of supporting the school with funding for extracurricular activities, equipment, 

trips, and other fun events that aim to benefit each child at St John’s.   

Prior to Covid19 we were always able to host various events at the school to 

fundraise, however given the restrictions we face, such events are simply not 

possible.  

 

Without continuous fundraising we are restricted in the support we can offer. We 

continue to work in the background to think of innovative ways to raise funds but 

can only do so with your support.  

We have plans afoot for Halloween and Christmas activities and ask that 

you consider giving to the parent council to benefit all pupils at St John’s. Details of 

these activities will follow shortly and an opportunity to donate will be included 

within. We thank you in advance for your generosity.  

 

 

Pupil Groups 
It is very exciting to be planning to meet with the children who represent their 

classmates in pupil groups, it feels like a long, long time since we all sat down 

together – more to follow in the next newsletter but we have pupils representing us 

across the school in the following groups: 

 

❖ Learning Council 

❖ ECO/Sustainability 

❖ Equalities & Diversity 

❖ Digital Leaders 

❖ Junior Road Safety Officers & WoW Ambassadors 

❖ PEPAS (Sport and Health & Wellbeing) 

Mr Burgess and I will meet with P7 classes to discuss how we take forward the House 

Captain Role – traditionally, they collected house points for assemblies and were 

involved in leading the school at a number of events, we are still unable to do so 

many traditional events that we want their creative input in making this a role with a 

purpose. 

 

Tea with SLT 

Delighted to announce that this will also resume after the holidays.  Pupils are 

selected on a weekly basis for a great variety of reasons – but going above and 



beyond is always a common theme – to have ‘tea’ with the senior leadership team 

in the school.  Definitely the highlight of our week, can’t wait to get re-started.  

 

Nuts in School 

A reminder that we have pupils with severe nut allergies and ask that you consider 

this when providing snacks for your children. 

Trim Trail – back playground 

This should not be accessed by pupils at the end of the school day – we have no 

playground supervision at this time. 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

The parish team have confirmed that the children’s liturgical group has re-started at 

9.30am Mass, every Sunday at St John’s.  We will confirm a date for St Mary 

Magdalene when they are ready to go. 

 

P7 Football GET INVOLVED! 
Thanks to our P7 coaches who held a ‘recruitment’ drive for more players.  We had a 

great turn out – so much so there is some interest in making up another team.  

However, the school football teams are solely managed by parental volunteers.  If 

you are a P7 parent who could give up some time to help – with a training session 

during the week and matches on a Saturday, please get in touch. 

 

 

Six of our P7’s represented us at the recent 

Edinburgh Select and three progressed to 

selection for the final squad and will 

represent St John’s and Edinburgh in a 

variety of events across their P7 year.  This is 

a wonderful achievement and we are very 

proud of them and the other three who 

were a credit to the school. 

Well done to: Harrison, Chloe and Isla and 

congratulations to Ahmed, Blaine and Blair 

(pictured).  
 

 

 

 

 

Parking:  Report Dangerous 

Parking, street bins, street lighting issues-  Report it – The City of Edinburgh Council: 

Report It 

 

Dangerous driving: Police Scotland telephone101 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/report


 

 

 

 

Diary Dates: 

Wednesday 13th October  Pupil & staff flu vaccination day 

Friday 15th October   Half Term – finish at 11.55/12.05 

School Holiday week 

         

Monday 25th October  Staff Return 

Tuesday 26th October  Pupil Return 

Friday 29th October  Hallowe’en – pupils can dress up 

Monday 1st November All Saints Mass, led by P6 – P6 

families are welcome to attend 

 

 

And finally… Our congratulations and best wishes are sent to 

Miss McLaren whose wedding will take place in the holiday 

week, postponed by COVID we all hope that she and fiancé 

Chris finally have a wonderful celebration with family, friends and 

their wee boy Harris. Always smiling, we look forward to seeing 

the happy pictures of their special day. 
 

Contact us: 

Phone: 0131 669 1363 

Email: admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

Website: StJohns 

Twitter: @porty_stjs 
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