
 

Bulletin 24.3.22 

I’m trying very hard not to sound like a broken record...but we are still 

experiencing much higher than hoped for Covid cases amongst our children 

and staff.   Thank you for continuing to be vigilant and using lateral flow 

devices to detect asymptomatic cases.  You may have heard that some 

schools across the city have had to send classes home because of staff 

absence, we are managing to redeploy staff within our school and some of 

our part time staff have helped us with extra days in order to keep all classes 

open. We will continue to do everything we can to avoid closing classes 

during this current Covid increase. My heartfelt thanks to the whole school 

team who continue to do their very best for our children, it is greatly 

appreciated. 

This is a double newsletter, both Mr Burgess and I have been in class at times 

this week.  If there is a positive to be found in amongst the challenges, it is 

spending time with the children. 

 

Parental Consultations 

Our teaching staff look forward to meeting with you this week, reminder of 

the times below.  If yet to make a booking, please get in touch with the office 

staff who are happy to help you. 
 

Diary Dates: 

Wed 30th March Parental Consultations 4-7pm 

Fri 1st April  Parental Consultations 1-3pm 

Fri 8th April Day of Peace and Refection, see below 

Fri 8th April  End of Term, 12pm finish for all. 

 

 

 
  
 



Parking:  Report Dangerous Parking, street bins, street lighting issues-  

Report it – The City of Edinburgh Council: Report It 
 

Dangerous driving: Police Scotland telephone101 

 

 

 

Reporting Concerns:  In St John’s, as a Rights Respecting School, it is 

important that children’s voices are heard and that pupils feel they can share their 

worries or concerns with adults who work in our school.  Our job is to make sure our 

pupils are safe and, in a place, where they are supported to learn, to achieve and 

reach their full potential. 

 

When a child raises a concern: - 

Should a child raise a concern in school or make an allegation, the adults in school 

will: 

• Listen to and reassure the child.   

• Take the concern/allegation seriously.   

• Explain to the child that they cannot always provide a guarantee of 

confidentiality in order to keep them safe. (This would normally be done by 

the senior leadership team.) 

• Follow through with the concern  

 

When listening to the child`s concern, the adult will: - 

• Ask enough questions to gain an understanding and basic information of their 

concern 

• Tell the child that we will take the allegation seriously and support – we do not 

interrogate their information 

• Use open-ended questions 

• Avoid leading questions 

• Inform the children about what will happen next 

 

It is always our hope that we never have to deal with these types of situation 

however, as the Child Protection Officer in school  I ensure that there is a high and 

appropriate level of training for all staff across the school to support the children to 

have open and transparent conversations. 

 

Further information can be found in the school Child Protection Policy, here:  Child 

Protection Policy 
 

 

 
Tea with SLT 

Delighted to welcome children back this morning, some of this week’s glorious 

group’s achievements included: tidying the cloakroom; completing high school 

level algebra; compelling natural disaster presentations; great efforts across the 

curriculum and demonstrating expression in reading.  We keep saying this but it is the 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/report
https://stjohnsportobello.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Child-Protection-Policy.pdf
https://stjohnsportobello.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Child-Protection-Policy.pdf


highlight of the week to be able to spend some time chatting to the children about 

life in school and beyond. 

 

P1 Estelle, P2 Kirsty, P3: Millie & Evie, P4: Kinglsey & Eassa, P5 Daniel & Anoop, P7 Neve 

and Beth. 

 
 

 

 

 

Pupil Led Groups 

You may remember hearing about Maisie and 

Clarissa from P7 who met with our parent council 

recently to share ideas for non-sporty groups the 

parent council could support with.   

Following on from this they have started up a pupil 

led drama group, with the aim of creating a piece 

of drama before they leave us in June – and – if 

anyone can, they can!  With some more help from 

Aoife, Mhairi, and Lois their progress to date is 

impressive! So far they have invited over 100 pupils from P4-7 to audition and are 

now making the tricky decision of assigning roles and working out a production 

schedule.  Here they are looking over their audition notes. 

A fantastic example of pupil leadership. 

 

 

Day of Peace and Reflection 

Friday 8th April 

The children would like to take a moment to pray for peace in the 

world and in particular Ukraine.  Look out for further information, about how 

we want this morning to look.  Info will be communicated early next week. 



 

Spring Spruce Up 
The P1-3 

children were 

very surprised 

to see some 

new 

additions to 

the front 

playground 

by way of 

painted 

markings. 

Here are 

some P1’s 

enjoying fun 

in the sun. 

 

 
 

  

 

  

  
 

 

 

EMPOWERED LEARNING  
Luke and Charlotte from CGI were in school on Thursday and Friday to help transfer 

our P6&7 iPads onto the new system which will ensure 

they can be safely used in home and at school.  Here, P7 

are examining the new suite of apps to enhance digital 

learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

School Football Update 
Every Monday, James, P7 coach sends in his round up of the weekend’s sporting 

fixtures –some of which is publishable...always entertaining.  We have a full 

complement of teams from P4-7, all flourishing under the support of our coaches 

and volunteer parents, our thanks to them all.  Here is a photo of P7 last week and of 

our newest team, P4.  As James will tell me, 

its all about the FUN! 

 

 

 

Reporting a Positive COVID Case: Please can you ensure you provide us with all of 

the information below by phone or email.  This saves a follow up phone call from our 

office staff which increases their workload.  We are required to submit all the 

information below. 

 

 

Email admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk or call 0131 669 1363 with the following information 

if your child returns a positive Covid Lateral Flow or PCR test  

• Your child’s full name  

P4 Team (and Tess)

mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk


• Class  

• Date of birth  

• Date test was taken  

• Type of Test  

• Date positive test returned  

• Dates symptoms began (or none)  

• Last day in school  

• Siblings name and class  

 

 

And finally… Great Job Ava. Tomorrow at the P6 football game on the St John’s 

astro, Ava in P6 is hosting a bake sale for ‘Maggies’ the cancer charity, we are very 

proud of her for organising.  
 

 
 

Contact us: 

Phone: 0131 669 1363 

Email: admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk 

Website: StJohns 

Twitter: @porty_stjs 

 

Parent Council: 

 ClassList 

PC Facebook: Parent Council Facebook 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
https://stjohnsportobello.com/
https://twitter.com/Porty_StJs
https://api.classlist.com/generator/invitepdf?sid=835270862&zu=827640878
https://www.facebook.com/groups/956073208463823/?ref=share

