
Our School Vision and Values reflect our aims and aspirations 

  

Welcome to all the families who are 

joining us in 2022! 

 
St John’s RC Primary School is situated in Duddingston, North East Edinburgh, just 10 

minutes from Portobello beach. We are a welcoming Catholic school community 

with a state of the art learning environment. Opened in 2018, we offer a fabulous 

space to develop our learners and our committed team support 370 pupils to aim 

high and to be successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and 

responsible citizens in line with the overarching principles of Curriculum for 

Excellence. 

Our school has a Breakfast Club and After School Club, catering for parental need 

and a full programme of Active Schools Activities, funded by the Parent Council. 

This leaflet provides a flavour of what to expect if you send your child to St John’s 

and what the curriculum in P1 looks like.  We are delighted to be able to welcome families 

into the school this year. Please do feel free to get in touch with the school directly if 

you require additional information. You can find out more about the school by 

visiting the website, stjohnsportobello.com or our school Twitter feed @Porty_StJs. You can 

also email admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We aim to provide a high quality learning environment for all our pupils, a place where staff will 

nurture and inspire, providing each child with opportunities to flourish and grow. A school where 

all pupils are provided with tools to be ready, respectful and safe. It is equally important that 

they are resilient, happy and confident – with the necessary skills for life and learning. 

  St John’s RC Primary School   
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Developing Literacy and Numeracy through a Play Based 

Curriculum 

 

 
NURTURE positive relationships are key, 

ensuring children feel happy, safe and 

respected in school 

INSPIRE provide a creative, playful and 

active curriculum building on transitions 

FLOURISH pupils are encourage to go 

‘above and beyond’ to challenge 

themselves, supported by our staff team 

PRAY a cornerstone of St John’s – we come 

together to pray and learn and take pride 

in celebrating our own faith and those of 

our diverse learning community 

 

 

 

Play is an intrinsic part of human nature and development. For babies and children, the 

essential role of play is well documented. Through play a child develops their cognitive, social, 

emotional and physical capacities. We know how important it is for children to be given time to 

play throughout the day to follow their own line of enquiry or individual interest. Play is often 

thought of as children’s work and anyone observing children absorbed in play can see how 

hard they work. 

 

Opportunities for developing reading, writing and 

numeracy start with the child. By building on what they 

have learnt at nursery and at home is the foundation for 

success and the building blocks to achievement and 

attainment. Through their play – retelling stories, 

recounting known rhymes, by mark making and role 

playing children are already engaged in essential skills for 

reading and writing. Children sorting toys or counting and 

pattern making are key ingredients to learning about 

numbers and maths. Through extended and targeted 

play sessions staff will ensure that experiences on offer in 

P1 are meaningful and motivational. 

“Child led play is valued and viewed as an integral 

part of the P1 curriculum” 

City of Edinburgh Council 

Our Vision and Values in 

action in P1 

What a day in P1 looks like 

Children leading their 

own learning through 

play 

Storytelling, rhyming 

and singing to express 

thoughts and feelings 

Using digital 

technology to support 

learning and play 

Using phonics to 

develop literacy skills 

Developing numeracy 

and problem solving 

skills 

Spending time outside 

to develop physically 

and socially 


