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AUGUST 2021

Saw the whole world slightly emerge from the pandemic and start to slide back into some semblance of ‘normal’ life. 

The children arrived back at school and although some of the rules were relaxed, we still had social distancing and mask wearing to 
consider. With the return to school came some difficult news that we now needed to support active schools as the council were not going 
to support it anymore, but also wanted to make it free for all at the point of receiving. This was a nice thought, but an ill-conceived action 
plan by both the council and sports Scotland which resulted in battles between PTA’s and Active Schools city wide. This argument is still 
raging on and in the interim it has left us with two options,  to cancel all active schools, or to foot the bill. St John’s PTA opted to foot the 
bill with a generous donation from parent Ben McLeish paying half for the year the PTA agreed to match his donation. This has however 
added to the fundraising demands we had at a point where we could not do in person events, so it took some creative fundraising ideas 
from the team. 

We also owe a special thank you to Lindsay Murray who applied for a grant through the Society of Writers John Watson Trust on the schools 
behalf and managed to get £1000 awarded towards the cost of active schools which went towards to 2nd year. 



HALLOWEEN 
TREASURE 
HUNT 
The first fundraising possibilities 
on return to school was a socially 
distance Halloween treasure 
hunt which special thanks needs 
to go to Claire and Susan for 
standing out in the cold to greet 
all the returning hunters and 
give them their prizes. 



RAFFLES/ JOLLY JAM JARS 
AND CARDS! 
• It was agreed because of the restrictions that were placed on schools, we 
would not proceed with a Christmas fair and instead opted for jolly jam jars, 
Christmas cards and a raffle. 

• The donations for the raffle were beyond brilliant and this really helped  
bolster ticket sales meaning that we made a very healthy income from this. I 
cannot thank the parents that donated enough, the generosity was 
overwhelming. 



POLYTUNNEL 

February 2022

After Christmas the weather turned worse and with the 
restrictions it was hard to implement any fundraising 
outside. We did however in February manage to get 
the long awaited Polytunnel erected with the help of a 
local trades man. This funding had originally been won 
in 2019 but with the pandemic the purchase and 
building of it had been delayed. Gardening clubs were 
very happy with this new addition, and it is useful in 
the winter for to teaching the children about gardening 
while allowing them and the plants shelter. 

Before and After shots…



MAY DAY TREASURE 
HUNT 

SUMMER FAIR
Finally, restrictions eased, and we were allowed to hold in person events 
within the school again – everyone seemed very excited about this which was 
such a lovely and positive experience to be involved in again.

The Parent Council would like to take the opportunity to extend a warm 
hearted thanks to all those parents and family members who helped make the 
summer fair a success. To all the teachers who came back to school on the 
weekend, in particular Mr. Burgess who was willing to place his face in the 
stalks and take a few wet sponges for the team. To Mike Leeman who cooked 
up a storm at the BBQ and in doings so earned himself a regular gig! Massive 
applause to Louise Fraser and Susan Ward who brought so much energy and 
muscle to the sumo arena. To Alan Henderson and his chum for encouraging 
the kids to take up a very expensive hobby with their Harley Davidsons. To 
Claire Bee and her team of goalies. To all who baked, all who bought, those 
who cleaned, and all who came along and enjoyed themselves. We could not 
have done it without the help of the whole school community, here's to the 
next one! 

After the success of the Halloween Treasure 
Hunt it was agreed we would do another May 
Day weekend. Ahead of our bigger fundraising 
plans at the summer. Although it was not as 
popular as Halloween, we still managed to raise 
£200 which is always a win! 



I would also like to 
take this opportunity 
to thank Colm, Kate
And Claire for all 
their hard work. 

THE END…


