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Hello and a Happy New Year for 2023 from all the staff of St John's.  Thanks to everyone for their 

gifts and good wishes at the end of term - seems like such a long time ago, already. 

 We hope for good health and enthusiastic children for the new term ahead. We are  looking forward 

to a colourful and energised term celebrating the many cultures of our diverse and our unique 

school community. 

Our grateful thanks to the Parent Council and their team of volunteers for making the Christmas Fair, 

way back at the start of December, such a success.  We ho, ho, hope (too early?) that everyone who 

attended enjoyed the wonderful crafts and stalls, alongside the teas, coffees and home baking - an 

extra thank you to the volunteers on this table - it never stopped all afternoon.  Thanks to Fr 

Christmas and his elves who were also kept busy for the entirety of the afternoon.  I hope you agree 

there was a lovely warm atmosphere, bringing the community together - all down to the fabulous 

parent council team who were delighted to raise £3000.   



 

Spotlight on… 

 



Celebrating Cultural Diversity: Our whole school topic for term two.  Throughout the school we will 

learn about how our school community is comprised, in terms of culture and nationality. Some 

information below: 

• What is cultural diversity? 

Cultural diversity refers to a variety of ethnic groups or cultures being present within society. This 

society should aim to: acknowledge these cultural differences, empower all through inclusivity, and 

value others. 

• Why is it important to teach about cultural diversity in the classroom? 

The positive ethos of schools should encompass and celebrate diversity in the classroom. The 

Curriculum for Excellence has a strong focus on promoting diversity and equality by recognising and 

valuing difference, where everyone is respected for who they are. Equality is about creating a fairer 

society, where everyone can take part and where everyone has the opportunity to be all they can be. 

The promotion of diversity and equality is an important aspiration of Curriculum for Excellence in 

developing responsible citizens for a 21st century Scotland. 

In providing children with opportunities to celebrate cultural diversity, children can also feel 

comfortable being their selves in a safe space. By becoming accepting of other cultures, this can also 

contribute to positive mental health and wellbeing for all children, continuing into adulthood. 

Children can also learn about human rights, considering how cultural diversity plays a part in equal 

opportunities, and how they can stand up for the rights of all. 

 

 

 



Ideas for celebrating cultural diversity in the classroom 

Throughout the next 6 weeks all classes will focus on looking at their class community and putting 

together family trees, we will use a map of the world to pinpoint how many countries we can 

connect to. 

They will also look at celebrations this month and next, including 

New Year’s Day                 

Epiphany                 

Pongal 

Lunar New Year 

Burns Night   and  

Candlemas 

 

See below for further details of the main areas of learning in each class 

Primary 1 are looking at food, clothes, customs, songs of the different countries represented in each 

class. 

We are happy for parents to come in with different food and/or teach the children a simple song. 

Please let us know if you are able to help. 

Primary 2 have started off by looking at Scottish culture - landmarks, symbols of Scotland etc and 

will then learn about traditional Scottish food.  

After that we plan to look at clothing, music and food from the different cultures within the class. 

We are going to write, draw and make things connected to all these different cultures and 

nationalities. 

Primary 3 have begun our new topic by creating our own family trees and discussing where the 

people in our families come from. Each week, we will be looking at different aspects of the cultures 

in our classes such as language, food, clothing, art and dance. We would be very grateful if any of 

our families would be able to help us by coming in to talk to the class or by teaching us a song, dance 

or any other activity. 



Primary 4 have been exploring the different cultures within our classrooms with a focus on 

celebrations. We are going to work on mapping skills by identifying the main cities and landmarks of 

each country we explore throughout the topic. We all belong to Scotland, so we have started the 

topic off by learning Scottish country dancing in preparation for Burn's day. This week, we have 

researched information and created fact files about Syria and Pakistan. After reading a story about a 

family celebrating Ramadan and Eid, we designed information posters in pairs to show all the ways 

in which people celebrate this special time. Each week, we will be looking at different aspects of the 

cultures in our classroom such as food, clothing, art and dance. 

Primary 5 have been discussing and looking at family trees. We have discussed some traditions 

celebrated by children in the class and will be focusing on the Lunar New Year (celebrated by some 

of our pupils) next week. We will then have a focus on Robert Burns where we will be making 

leaflets for children in Vietnam to explain who he is, why he is important in Scottish culture and how 

people celebrate his life. They will be sharing information with us on postcards about how the Lunar 

New Year is celebrated.  

Primary 6 are delving into the landscapes and geography of the different countries linked to our 

family heritage. We are tackling misconceptions about what certain countries look like and their way 

of life. Having a such a diverse group of countries to explore, we wanted to learn more about 

traditional clothing and having opportunities to taste and bake foods from a variety of nations. We 

are very much looking forward to the next few weeks! 

Primary 7 have begun by researching family trees, They are also looking at where the different 

cultures come from and will learn about customs and culture, food traditions - writing recipes and 

bringing in tasters for a cultural celebration. 

How Parents and Carers can be involved with this topic? 

 

We would very much like to involve as many families as possible.  If you are perfect at Perogi, can 

sing in Swahili, storytell in Spanish, dance in Danish or are happy to give up some time to talk to the 



children then we would really like to hear from you.  Please let the admin team know of your 

availability and we’ll link you up with the class teacher to arrange. 

At the end of the learning block we will invite families in to share the learning which has taken place.  

Children will be invited to wear clothes which they feel represents them, their culture and 

individuality.  

We are also working closely with the Parent Council to create a recipe book, full to the brim of 

recipes from around the world and linked to the topic - look out for a recipe template and full 

instructions, to be issued this week. 

Children arriving late to school 

Can we please ask for your support to ensure the children arrive on time - 0850 at the latest.  The 

three entrances are open from 0840.  On Thursday and Friday, 85 children presented late to the 

office.   

Late-coming can have an impact on how children are emotionally prepared for a school day. It can 

also be very unsettling for a child when they enter school late. 

 If the school can help in any way to support you in getting your child to school, then please contact 

us. 

Staffing Update 

We have said fare ye well to Miss McCaughey (P1 teacher) who leaves us for a permanent post at 

St Catherine's and cheerio to Miss Jeffries (PSA) who has returned to her nursery - we thank them 

for their dedication. Mrs Gargaro has now moved to P1 for the remainder of this term and Mrs 

McIntyre is in P3, Monday and Tuesday. 

We are also delighted to welcome Mrs Kirsty Cunningham, our new school administrator who has 

been enjoying getting to know all our families. 



Dates for your diary 

 

Every newsletter we will update the diary dates . 

• Tuesday 24th January:  Group of pupils off to tour of Easter Road - thanks to Alan 

Henderson for kindly donating and organising. 

• Parent Council Meeting: 7pm - School Staffroom, all welcome 

• Wednesday 25th January - planned industrial action - to be confirmed 

• Monday 31st January - P6/7 Swimming Trials - Portobello Swim Centre 

• Thursday 9th February - Scottish Opera working with P6&7 



Feast of St John the Evangelist  

 

Thank you to P3 for leading the school so beautifully in the Mass to celebrate our Patron Saint. They 

did exceptionally well with the readings, especially with having such limited practise time.   

P6 also took part in the initiation ceremony for the Pope Francis Faith Award - this os offered to 

pupils in P6&7. Throughout the two year award, pupils learn about the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy 

Spirit and how they can use these gifts in daily life. The award aims to connect all aspects of our 

parish community: school, parish and home 
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