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Message ]Cf"O'TTl M'T"S Kellg

As you know, Learners in St John's investigated the question
‘What makes Scotland, Scotland?” Timed to coincide witi Robert Burn's b'n"'thdag, each
class explored Scots culture through a whole school interdisciplinary project. Learning
focused on liter"acg and the arts.

The topic was linked to:

Article 13 Sharing our Ideas using Language,
Article 30 The 'r'Lg ht to Own Culture and Lcmg uage
Article 29 Develop'mg our Skills and C'r"eativitg.

Early Level learners gocused on Geography Weather, Mapping and Features
First Level explored Scottish Language: stories, dance, songs, art and poetry
Second Level 'mvestig ated What has Scotland contributed to the world?

As our topic concluded we invited parents into school ]tor an open mom'mg,
over 150 ]tamilies came in on a wet and w'mdg Wed'nesdag to tour the school and look
at the work undertaken.
Our Expressive Arts Showcase was ajogful celebration o creativity, culture,
and community. The school choir captivated the audience with
Scottish songs explo*r"mg themes of cultural identity, while our talented str'mg layers
br“oug ht ener y and tradition to the hall with live?g Scottish reels (mdjigs. e a?so
celebrated the wider achievements of our learners, with impressive performances on piano
and flute that hig hllg hted their commitment and 97“owin co*nfidence.
A particularly moving moment came from learners of di{?ervent cultural
backg'rou'nds who recited Scots poems, demonst'r"at'mg both their linquistic skills and their
appr"eciation of Scotland’s rich tradition of storytell'mg and poetry. TELe open mom'mg was
a true reflection of our diverse school community and the power of the lanquage and
expressive arts to b'r“'mg us together“.
Some photos below of class work and a video of the braw poetry recitals will be uploaded on
to

the school website.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fholly-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0kFdJFbWa5ccJVaPqp1hPz&ust=1734776442212000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCPDY5f6PtooDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fholly-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0kFdJFbWa5ccJVaPqp1hPz&ust=1734776442212000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCPDY5f6PtooDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fholly-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0kFdJFbWa5ccJVaPqp1hPz&ust=1734776442212000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCPDY5f6PtooDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fholly-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0kFdJFbWa5ccJVaPqp1hPz&ust=1734776442212000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCPDY5f6PtooDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fholly-clipart&psig=AOvVaw0kFdJFbWa5ccJVaPqp1hPz&ust=1734776442212000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCPDY5f6PtooDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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This Lent we are focus'mg on our school values of kindness and ambition.
We want to support children in our local communities who are less foﬁtmate and have pa'rvt'ner“ed
up with the Hanlon Stevenson Foundation, a local charity. We aim to support their ambition below:

@ Persy's Easter Eqg Appeal @ © "This Easter, Persy will be delivering Easter Eqgs to hospitals,
gouth groups and schools to help spread a littlejon:k If Hou'd like to suppow**t the aﬁyeal you can help

us bg donat'mg an taster Egg which we will deliver on your behalf."
Th'r*ou.g hout Lent our 'Minnie Vinnies' pupil group will collect and store the Easter Eggs
Classes can also add to the Lenten SCIAF, Wee Box, Big Change’ appeal by collecting pennies and

loose cha'nge to d'r“op into the class Wee Box. More info about this below:
mps://www.sciaf.o'rg.uk/'rvesou'rces/901 —wee—box—blg-chcmge— 026—ftmd'r°ais'mg-'resou'r"ces

Our Laudato Si pupil group will count the pennies for us each week.

Thank you in advance for supporting our Lenten fund'r“ais'mg this year-


https://www.sciaf.org.uk/resources/901-wee-box-big-change-2026-fundraising-resources
https://www.sciaf.org.uk/resources/901-wee-box-big-change-2026-fundraising-resources

On Tuesday this week, P/ attended the annual Transition Mass at St Mary's Metropolitan
Cathedral. ccompanied by their class teachers, Ms Mariner, Mrs Gillespie, Mrs Khan and
Mr Burgess the children gathered outside the church for the obligatory picture before headin
inside for Mass. The staff were delig hted with the way the children 'r“ep'r“ese'nted our school an
took part in the Mass t 'r“ough song and prayer. M'Ll?ie beautifullg read a bidd'mg prayer and
Albie and Lucas oudlg carried the school banner in the o en'mg procession. The theme o]t the
Mass was j):sus the Teacher and clu'r“'mg his sermon tﬁe A’rchbishop spoke about the
importance of keeping the Our Father prayer close to us throughout our lives, particularly for
the children as theg maEe the move to secon ary school.

Since Holgfrood cluster mvgcmised the Mass, some or\f/‘the choir led bl:J Miss Miller were asked to
lead the s'mg'mg. The children did themselves, Miss Miller and the school proud in the way theg
led the hymns throughout the Mass.

Well done P7 and well done choir!

Mark Bu’rg ess



Parent Consultation’s

Parent’s Evening

You are invited to make appointments fo*r the school's next pa're"nt-teache'r
meet'mgs.

The parent-teacher meetings are on 25/03/2026 and 27/03/2026.

To make your appointments please login at: <a h'r“ef="http§[[pa'r“ents-
bookin .co.uk/stjohnspoﬁobello">http;[[parents—
Eook'mg.co.uk/stjolmsporftobello</a>

To log'mlj

ust type your email address into the log'm web age and press Log'm.
You wi ?

| be emailed amagic log'm link, which you can then click on to log'm
(without 'r"equ'n“'mg a username and passwo*r“d).

Appo'mt'ments will be available to book from
16:30 on 27/02/2026 until 12:30 on 05/03/2026.

After you have made your appo'mt'ments you can choose to p'r”'mt or e-mail
confi'r"mation.

I]t you cannot login please contact the school oﬁice.
N.B. The email address fte d on the login page is only used to send your
appointment confirmation. If you have problems logging in, it will not be
because o]c the e-mail address you entered.

We look fow*wa'rvd to you joining us ]tor pa'r“ents' evening.


https://parents-booking.co.uk/stjohnsportobello
https://parents-booking.co.uk/stjohnsportobello
https://parents-booking.co.uk/stjohnsportobello

Cross Country Champs
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.. n fortg u’ner“s from P6&/ heade oﬁ ona co t, :t- aug ht'rrl
Park, more in hope than expectation to take paT't in the Cross Cownt'r“g event. We
were blown away bg their success. Medal winmers below:

Aila P6 1+t Place
Grace P6 7t Place
Inmes P6 1t Place
Blair P6 27 Place
Oscar P/ 1+t Place
Phoebe P7 4th Place
Sarah P7 5t Place
Katie P7 4t Place
Stas P7 7th Place

We are so proud of them - this is a wonderful achievement and encompasses our
values ojP ambition and achievement with a huge does of resilience thrown in.
Thanks to the parents who accompanied Mr D and for their encouragement.
20 pupils will progress to the finals at Inverleith Park in March.
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\%J BASKETBALL h,,,"*

FRIDAY 6™ MARCH 2025
PORTOBELLO HIGH SCHOOL

s 17:30 - 19:00 FREE"

o T OF CHARGEE
2 P4-7 GIRI.S AND BOYS WELCOME

# Opportunity to meet our Senior Men's team ,
and stay to cheer them on in a Scottish Natignal

League Edinburgh derby against Blaze afterwards' _ .
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Omne of our local commumtg club, Cttg o Edmbu’rgh Basketball Club are running a
free come and t'm:J evenmg for al P4-7 pupils on Friday 6th March at Portobel?
?h School. This is open to all boys and girls to come along to give basketball a
shot! We'll have afu'n 90 minute (17H3O 1% :00) session t'rg ing out some skills and
plag ing games. You don't need any basketlbtll | expemence Just some trainers and a
smile
At the end o]c the session, there is the optLon to stag to watch their Senior Men's team
plaH n an exatmg Scottish National head to head match!
To SLgn up to attend please email coachcampbell m@g’matl com with the followmg
mfow*'matlon

Child's name
Child’s school
Child's DOB

2 emergency contact details (plus any medical conditions we should be aware of
?f you have any questions ask Mhari within your email.



Mid term Challenge

We hope everyone is settling back in a]cter“ a lovelg break. We would like to say amassive
congfr“atulations to every child who completed our mid term challenge. The children have
dome a fantastic job.

An entry was selected at random to be the winner of the prize:

Lilien Benson P6EA

WELL DONE TO ALL CHILDREN WHO
HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THIS
CHALLENGE.

THE CHILDREN HAVE DONE A
FANTASTIC JOB!

MID TERM SPORTS
PTA CHALLENGE

World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day 2026 (in amod to a certain classic book) the PTA will be
sell'mg chocolate bars after" school, at Treverlen Park entrance, where there are a number
of hidden luckg 9old tickets to be won. These are £1 per bar (max 5 PP cuwentlg to allow
everyone to take part). Pre o*rderv'mg is advised as chocolate bars are limited:

https://www.ze g.com/en—G B/ticlaet'mg/st—j -onka-bars-world-boo k—dag

THURSDAY STH MARCH

WILLYOU WIN A LUCKY GOLD TICKET?

TO CELEBRATE WORLD BOOK DAY 2026

WE WILL BE SELLING OUR VERY OWN

ST JONKA
CHOCOLATE
BARS

TR L AL LSTE BF LD Y fe30D TICHETS T 56
FELsD. Pl T D HELUE W SUSHERR FORAIRHE,

HHHHHHHH



Communication

Absence and Request for absence

If your child is unwell and will not be able to attend school, you must
phone the Office on 0131- 669-1363, by 8:30am, to let us know
otherwise you will receive an absent text. The school has a *r"igo'r“ous
policy of checking that all children are in school and will contact you

di'r”ectlg should theg fail to attend.

If your child is 9o'mg to be absent for any medical appo'mtments, Please
use the link to 'noti.]cg the school o]c lce 9'Lvi:ng at least 48hours notice
where Possible.

Pupil Appointment Notlfication
(o ﬁce.com) link

f

Holiclcu:] Tequests clu'r“'mg term time should be put in writing at least 2
weeks prior to Mrs Kelly and sent to our admin address.
admin@st—johns.edin.sc%w.uk



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xKfhMGq1zRxDuUfxjWOOBKBUOEkyUFEwODU0VlIzM1VVT1hCUEJXN0ZWMy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xKfhMGq1zRxDuUfxjWOOBKBUOEkyUFEwODU0VlIzM1VVT1hCUEJXN0ZWMy4u
mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-johns.edin.sch.uk

Lateness - Gates open at 0840 and close at 0850

LOST MINUTES =
LOST LEARNING!

10 20 30

minukes ate manirtes |ate miinistes late minutes late minutes late

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS - check your emails fw monre 'mfm“mation from

the Hollj Rood Lear‘n'mg Comml.mitg about our school attendance focus fo*r“
this term. Importcmt lea'r'n'mg and socialis'mg happen from the start of every

school dag! H#HArticle28 #Article29 # Everg MinuteCounts

School gates are opened from 0840 each morning fm“ parents to d’r“op their children oﬁ.

At 0850 children are brought into school, they get organised for their learning and look

at the pla'n ]cor the day ahead. This is also a goodgti'me ?01“ your child to build up
'r“elationships with sta?f and friends in class.

If there is a reason whg your child cannot get to school on time or you miss the gate clos'mg,
please br"'mg your child th'r“ough the main office where tl’lel:j will be recorded as late on the
'rvegisteror contact the school on 0131-669-1363.

Otherwise, we lookforwa'r"d to see'mg all our children at 0850

each d.(llj

Mrs Kellg
Headteacher



Febmwrg 2026

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
23 24 25 26 27 28 1 March
Irternational P3 Children’s Mass @
Mother St-Johm's Church
Lwnguuge DCLH
0930-1100
P7 amnd selected
, P4 DTIM Mass at St-
. St Mamj Magclulzm;z's
Mary's 1115-1230
Cathedral for P7

Tramsition Mass

1100

March 2026



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
2 3 /4 5 6 / 3
P2 Trip to P7b visit to \World Book Day [P7a visit to
Stirling Castle  Waterstones \Vaterstones
1000-1100 PT visit to 1000-1100
Portobello
Bookshop
Pha visit to
\Waterstones
1000-1100
P4b visit to
\Waterstones
1100-1200
) 10 11 12 13 4 15
P3 Sacrament
of R liation,
/pm
16 7 18 19 20 21 22
Eid al Fitr Eid al Fitr
P6 Shared P2 Shared
Lewr‘nifng 1430 Lea/r‘nimg 1100-
1145
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
God's Lovi/ng Parents Evening Parents Evenimg
Plam Fortmight
1600-1900 1300-1500
30 31




April 2026

Tue Wed Thu Fr Sat Sun
1 2 3 I 5
Stations of the Good Friday
6 / 3 O 10 i 12
HoﬁdaH HoljduH Hoﬁda{j Ho‘ljdu{j Hoh'du{j
13 14 15 16 1/ 18 19
Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday Holiday
77 73 24 75 76
27 28 79 50

May 2026




Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3
Hotiday Inservice Day  [All resume
4 5 6 S 9 10
(I (¥ 13 (L 5 6 17
Ascension Mass [P7 Sacrament
P3,StMM  |of Confirmaton
13 19 /0 /1 /7 /3 24
/5 26 2/ 28 29 50 51
1 Holy
FidalAdha  [Fid ol Adha (e s

St MM




June 2026

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr Sat Sun
1 / > i o) §)
Sports Day [B)‘;;“PSPW“ Mini Marathons
3 O 10 11 12 13 14
P7 Assembly P7 Leaners
amd Mass Event
15 16 1/ 13 19 /0 Al
" P7T ition "
Bgmmsltum Dw:]rum,s ngmsm Reports
Meet New
Teachenr
)7 /3 4 /5 /6 2/ /8
Last day of term
/9 30
Holiday Holiday




